Unity Coalition of the Poconos
Minutes:  January 25, 2010

Participants:  Virginia Brecheisen, Kay Lopez, Marcelle Michael, Don Slepian, Julie Weber, Lettie Lladoc, Chris Adams.

Duration: 7:10-9:10

Next Meeting:  Monday, February 22, 2010 at 7pm at the Unitarian meeting site.
Old Business:
· Minutes of December 3, 2009 approved.

· Our beautiful website has been created thanks to Don Slepian. It can be accessed at www.poconounitycoalition.org 

· Later in the spring we will post  a video tribute to Bob on the website along with some of the history of the Unity Coalition activities in years past. 

· We need a young person to manage our website.  If you know of a teenager with some computer skills who would be interested, please contact Don Slepian to let him know.  He will teach her/him what to do. It is not very difficult to manage.  don@donslepian.com 

· There is no bank account in the name of Unity Coalition.  It was closed out a while ago and the money donated to a local community organization.

New Business:
· Unity Coalition will seek to make a presentation to the Monroe County Clergy Association in March informing them of our Mission and inviting them and their congregations to join us in our endeavors. Presentors will have the necessary forms and Mission statement.  Kay Lopez will compose the letter to be sent to the local clergy.
· A federal program to help people,  in danger of becoming homeless, make monthly utility or housing payments is available through the Housing Authority of Monroe County.   It is called the Homelessness Prevention and Rapid Re-Housing Program. We will alert the clergy to this program when we make our presentation to them.

· We will not seek a non-profit status. i.e. 501 c3.  The nature of our Mission and activities do not require much money, and we did not need this status in the past to carry on our work.
· The $88.53 donation to the Unity Coalition from the UUFP will be used for office supplies that are needed to contact local organizations about  Misson and Programs.
· Bob Hillman Memorial Celebration at East Stroudsburg University:

· This was a loving, inpirational, classy tribute to Bob, a perfect reflection of who he was.

·  A  scholarhsip at ESU was created in his name and raised $4,200.

· The fund has five years to reach $20,000 which will make it fully funded and no longer require future contributions to keep it active. 
· Bob Hillman Scholarship Spring Fundraiser.

· Don Slepian will help organize this program which will include a variety of musicians, poetry slams, and other artistic presentations as well. 

· We will contact E.S. High School as a possible site for the Fundraiser. 

· Credit card donations will be available.

· Discrimination Complaints:

Local complaints to Unity Coalition about possible discriminatory or hate based actions, particularly those that are simply misunderstandings or miscommunication, can be made to Chris Adams, (570) 895-4993.  Serious, significant  issues will continue to be directed to PA Human Relations Commission, via the Monroe Advisory Council of the PHRC.
· Chris’ number will function essentially as the Unity Coalition phone number.

· Please direct corrections to the minutes to Julie Weber   juliew@ptd.net 

Respectfully Submitted,
Julie Weber, January 28, 2010

